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PCT MEMBER STATES

TIME IN MONTHS
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PROCESS OF A TYPICAL PCT APPLICATION

File patent application giving priority date

File PCT application and enter “Chapter I” of the International Phase

International Search Report (ISR) and 

Written Opinion of the International Search Authority (WOISA) issued

Optionally file amended claims in response to WOISA

Optionally file “informal comments” in response to WOISA

Publication of the PCT application, the ISR and amended claims (if filed)

Do you wish further examination during the International Phase?

Enter the National/Regional Phase

National/Regional Phase: Continue before individual patent offices to obtain 

National/Regional Patents

International Preliminary Report on 

Patentability (IPRP/Chapter I) issued

International Preliminary Report on 

Patentability (IPRP/Chapter II) issued

File “Chapter II Demand” with 

amendments and/or arguments in 

response to WOISA

Yes
No

12

16

18

22

28

30 (31)


